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LSND Awarded Bush Prize
for Community Innovation
Legal Services of North Dakota (LSND) has won a
2014 Bush Prize for Community Innovation. The
prize is awarded to organizations that have
demonstrated a strong commitment to creative,
innovative problem-solving.
“The recognition is certainly appreciated and the
monetary prize will allow LSND to maintain
services in multiple areas,” said Kim Kramer,
Legal Services of North Dakota Chief Fiscal
Officer.
The Bush Prize honors and supports
organizations with a proven record of creating
innovative solutions to address community
challenges and opportunities. Winners are
chosen for innovations that have been developed
through inclusive, collaborative processes
focused on making the most of community assets,
and that are more effective, equitable or
sustainable than existing approaches.
“Legal Services of North Dakota has a remarkable
story of innovation that is a testament to the
power of inclusive, collaborative and resourceful
problem-solving,” said Bush Foundation
President, Jennifer Ford Reedy. “We are thrilled
to promote this innovative organization and
provide it with creative capital to tackle its next
big idea.”
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“Legal Services of North
Dakota’s track record
speaks volumes, and we
look forward to seeing
what this organization’s
continued creativity and
leadership can mean for
the future of its
community,” added Ford
Reedy.
Legal Services of North
Dakota was one of ten
2014 winners of the Bush
Community Innovation
Prize throughout North
Dakota, South Dakota and
Minnesota and the only
law related organization.
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A View From the Top
By Jim Fitzsimmons, Executive Director
Right is right, and wrong is wrong,
And a body ain’t got no business doing wrong
When he ain’t ignorant and knows better.
Huck Finn
Unless you are a serious professional hockey fan
or have spent a lot of time in Canada, you may not
have heard of Jean Beliveau. He passed away the
first week of December in Quebec, Canada at the
age of 83.
Jean Beliveau was one of my first sports heroes as a
kid growing up. He played center on the Montreal
Canadiens in the 1950s and 1960s. Back then he
was one of the best players in hockey along with
Gordie Howe and Bobby Hull.

Back to Jean Beliveau. A truly class act—respected
throughout the world of sports, a legend throughout
Canada and far greater than that in his home
providence of French Quebec. Following his death
the tributes poured in. “He never did anything to
embarrass himself, his family, his team or the
game.”

Professional sports has changed a great deal since
Jean Beliveau’s hey day. Pro athletes make the
headlines for DUI, drugs, shootings, beating children
When we were kids in the sixties, my brother Bob
and women. The teams and the leagues don’t seem
and I followed baseball and played it from May until to have a clue. They are focused on the almighty
school started in September (after Labor Day). We
dollar.
had our favorite teams and plenty of baseball cards.
I became a pretty good math student at St. Joe’s
Former NBA star and current broadcaster Charles
mainly because I wanted to know how to calculate
Barkley once said something like, “I’m a basketball
things like batting average, win/loss percentage, etc. player, I don’t want to be a role model. Parents need
to raise their own kids, not us.”
Sometime when I was around junior high school
age, one of our two local TV stations—we had only Like it or not, in today’s world, athletes are still
two stations back in the day, KFYR 5 and KXMB
heroes to our children like they were in Mr.
12 — started to broadcast a National Hockey League Beliveau’s day. But today we have social media and
game on Sunday afternoon. I took to it like a duck
the influence is even greater on kids growing up than
to water. I don’t know why, I never played hockey, “back then”.
hell I couldn't even skate. There were only six NHL
teams back then. I followed the Montreal Canadiens If your son’s hero decks his girlfriend, how can you
and Bob the Chicago Black Hawks. As hockey fans, impress upon him that it is wrong to strike women?
we were in a significant minority in Mandan, ND in
the 1960s. The station only carried the NHL games
for a few years, but it was long enough to make me a
life long fan.
Now that I am on the high side of fifty, I follow
baseball April through October and then hockey
until April. I still can’t skate but I truly enjoy
hockey.
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Free Tax Preparation to Reservation Communities
By Vickie Fox, LSND Income Tax Coordinator
Legal Services of North Dakota
(LSND) will be partnering with
the Internal Revenue Service to
bring Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) to the Ft.
Berthold, Turtle Mountain, and
Spirit Lake Indian Reservations beginning in
late January 2015.
LSND’s VITA staff/volunteers are IRS certified
preparers and provide FREE tax return
preparation and E-filing services to taxpayers
who are low-income. Taxpayers can receive
their refunds in as little as 7 to 14 days by using
direct deposits into their bank accounts.
Because VITA is free, taxpayers receive their
entire refund with absolutely no fees.
Following are tentative schedules and contact
information for LSND’s VITA sites:
Ft. Berthold: Tuesday—Thursday during tax
season. LSND New Town Office, 345 Main
Street, New Town, ND (701) 627-4719 locally
or 1-877-639-8695

Items to bring with you to a VITA Site:
 Photo ID for taxpayer(s)
 Social Security cards for taxpayers and
dependents
 All forms: W-2s, 1099s and 1098s, etc.
 2014 health care coverage information for
taxpayers and dependents (Form 1095A if
purchased through the Marketplace)
 A copy of prior year’s tax return
 Direct deposit bank information
 Child care provider information
If you are not living on or near one of LSND’s VITA
sites, you can find a VITA site near you by calling
IRS at 1-800-TAX-1040; or to see if you qualify to
prepare your own taxes for free online, go to:
www.legalassist.org and click on the “Free E-File”
icon.

Belcourt: Monday—Friday during tax
season—(weekend hours during February)
LSND Belcourt Office, BIA Rd 7, Bldg 85,
Belcourt, ND (701) 477-3710
Spirit Lake: Alternate Wednesdays during tax
season. Spirit Lake Outreach , Cankdeska
Cikana Community College, Fort Totten, ND
(701) 350-1663

You Can Donate to

Legal Services of North Dakota
As a nonprofit organization, Legal Services of North Dakota (LSND) relies on contributions to continue
providing free legal services to low-income persons and our many advocacy projects. Any donation,
large or small, supports the vital role we play in the struggle for equal justice.
LSND is a 501(c)(3) organization, meaning that all contributions are fully tax deductible. You can make
checks payable to Legal Services of North Dakota which can be sent to:
Legal Services of North Dakota
PO Box 1893, Bismarck, ND 58502
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Beware of Holiday Scams
Tips Provided by the AARP
1. Shopping setups
During the holidays, scammers, working like
type-A elves, try to steal money and personal
information from unsuspecting shoppers.
One popular scheme: rogue websites that appear
on your search engine results when you type in
the names of hot-selling gifts or even terms such
as "discount toys." Promising deals, the sites
instead steal credit card information, passwords
and other sensitive data when you click on links
infected with malware.

2. Gift card gotchas
Taking gift cards from display racks, thieves
peel and copy or use a portable scanner to get the
code underneath the scratch-off strip. Then they
put the cards back on the rack and wait for them
to be bought and activated.
By dialing the cards' toll-free numbers, they can
find out exactly how much value is on the card.
All's clear now for them to make online
purchases or generate cloned copies for in-store
use, leaving your intended recipients with
worthless cards.
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Your best bet: Purchase gift cards from a
store's customer service counter or website,
rather than from untended display racks. If
you do buy from a display rack, make sure the
cashier scans and activates the card in your
presence — you don't want the cashier just
pocketing the money. And make sure you get
a receipt to give to the gift recipient in case
there's a problem.

3. Charity cons
Once again, unless you provided your email
address to an organization, assume that all
email solicitations bearing that charity's name
are scams. Don't provide credit card
information to phone solicitors.
Keep a close ear for sound-alike names, such
as the National Heart Association instead of
the legit American Heart Association.
Be especially suspicious of heartstring-pulling
solicitations to supposedly benefit disabled
veterans, police and firefighters, or sick or
needy children (those conning causes most
often target older donors). When in doubt,
check a charity's legitimacy.

Attorney General Warns About
Internal Revenue Scam Calls

Like Us On Facebook

After a recent two-week resurgence in scam calls,
the North Dakota Attorney General’s office
repeated a warning not to trust callers claiming to be
Internal Revenue Service agents and demanding
money.

LSND is now on Facebook!
Follow us and we’ll keep you
up-to-date with our news and
information. It is a chance for you to
let us know what you think, too. We
always appreciate your comments.

“This is a known scam. The IRS does not use
threatening phone calls to notify taxpayers of
potential problems with their tax return,” Attorney
General Wayne Stenehjem said in a statement.

If you are already set up with a Facebook
account, simply head to our Facebook
page (Legal Services of North Dakota),
and click the ‘like’ button. If you don’t
have a Facebook account yet, you can
sign up for a free account and then follow
the directions above.

The scammers call, posing as IRS agents, and
threaten to bring charges of tax fraud unless their
would-be victims purchase instant cash cards and
read the numbers on the phone to the caller.
“As soon as the scam artist has those numbers, he
can go online and empty the card before the victim
hangs up the phone,” the statement read.
Stenehjem recommended hanging up on such callers
and not responding to any voicemails.

LSND
Senior Legal Hotline
Number

“Don’t try to ‘play along’ with the scam artist,” he
added.
The IRS scam calls are not unique to North Dakota,
although “only in the last few months have North
Dakota 701-area code telephone numbers been
targeted,” according to the statement.

1-866-621-9886

Because scammers often use “spoofed,” or
manipulated phone numbers, and reside outside of
the United States, there is no way for the North
Dakota Attorney General’s office to prosecute the
callers.
Reach reporter Andrew Sheeler at 701-250-8225 or
andrew.sheeler@bismarcktribune.com.
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Merry Christmas from LSND Employees
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ND 40% State Tax Credit Rewards Generous Donors
By Kevin Dvorak, President and CEO of the North Dakota Community Foundation
If you are considering a charitable gift during
the holiday season, keep in mind that the
State of North Dakota offers a very generous
tax credit to those individuals that donate
money to a qualified North Dakota
endowment fund.
An endowment fund is a permanent financial
asset. In general, the principal is never spent,
but earnings from the fund can be given as
grants to support non-profit organizations
and projects every year. Many charitable
organizations in the state have endowment
funds that support their activities and a gift
to their endowment fund will support their
mission into perpetuity.
In 2011, the North Dakota legislature passed
SB 2160, which enhanced an existing law and
gives individuals that donate at least $5,000
and businesses that donate any amount to a
qualified endowment fund a 40% State Tax
Credit. The maximum credit is $10,000 per
taxpayer and $20,000 for a married couple
filing jointly. If the full credit cannot be used
in a single year, it can be carried forward for
up to three years.
For an individual in the 28% tax bracket, a
$5,000 gift to the endowment fund of their
choice would have approximately the same
out-of-pocket cost as $2,222. The charity’s
endowment fund benefits from a more
substantial, permanent gift and the donor
sees virtually no difference in their out-ofpocket cost.
The North Dakota Community Foundation
manages over 400 funds that are considered
qualified ND endowment funds and support a
wide variety of charitable organizations in
our state. A gift of $5,000 or more to any of
these funds would qualify for the State Tax
Credit or a donor could create their own
donor-advised endowment fund to support
the charities and projects that are the most
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meaningful to them. More information can
be found on their website: www.NDCF.net
Legal Services of North Dakota receives a
grant every year from the John D. Kelly
Endowment Fund, established by John’s
widow Tish in 2005 through the NDCF to
support the work of Legal Services of North
Dakota. Grants from the John D. Kelly
Memorial Fund are currently used to
support interns who work at Legal Services
of North Dakota. If you are interested in
making a contribution to this fund and
receiving the state tax credit, contact Kevin
Dvorak at NDCF at 701-222-8349.
The ND Century Code also provides
individuals and couples a tax credit for
planned or deferred gifts to a qualified ND
nonprofit organization. The NDCF and all of
its component funds are considered
qualified charities. For more information
about this option, please contact NDCF.
The holiday season is a wonderful time of
the year to consider gifts to charities and
organizations that improve the quality of life
for North Dakotans. The North Dakota State
Tax Credit makes sure that generous donors
receive a little something in their stocking as
well.
Established in 1976, the North Dakota
Community Foundation is a statewide,
publicly-owned, tax exempt 501(c)(3)
corporation that manages over $60 million in
assets for over 500 charitable funds that
benefit North Dakotans. NDCF is not engaged
in rendering legal or tax advice. This article is
meant to provide general information about
charitable giving and gift taxation. The
Foundation always recommends that any
prospective donor consult their tax or legal
advisor before entering into any giving
program.

The Social Security Administration Has Asked Us
to Help Educate the Public
on The Differences Between SSI and SSDI
So Here Goes:
The main difference between Social Security
Disability (SSDI) and Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) is the fact that SSDI is available to
workers who have accumulated a sufficient
number of work credits, while SSI disability
benefits are available to low-income
individuals who have either never worked or
who haven't earned enough work credits to
qualify for SSDI.
While many people don't distinguish between
SSI (Supplemental Security Income) and SSDI
(Social Security Disability Insurance), they are
two completely different governmental
programs. While both programs are overseen
and managed by the Social Security
Administration, and medical eligibility can be
determined in the same manner for both
programs, there are distinct differences.

What Is SSDI?
Social Security Disability Insurance is funded
through payroll taxes. SSDI recipients have
worked for a certain number of years and have
made contributions to the Social Security trust
fund. SSDI candidates must be younger than 65
and have earned a certain number of “work
credits.” After receiving SSDI for two years, a
person who is blind or has a disability will
become automatically eligible for Medicare.
Under SSDI, the spouse and children of a
person with a disability are eligible to receive
partial dependent benefits, called auxiliary
benefits. However, only adults over the age of
18 can receive the SSDI disability benefit.
Social Security disability benefits are paid after
you have been disabled continuously
throughout a period of five full calendar
months. Disability benefits are paid beginning
with the sixth full month after the date your
disability began. You are not entitled to
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benefits for any month during this five-month
waiting period. The amount of the monthly
benefit after the waiting period is based upon
your earnings record, much like the Social
Security retirement benefit.

What Is SSI?
Supplemental Security Income is a program
that is strictly need-based, according to
income and assets, and is funded by general
fund taxes. To meet the SSI income
requirements, you must be under a certain
income and resource level.
An adult or child who is blind or has a
disability must meet the following
requirements:
 Have limited income;
 Have limited resources;
 Be a U.S. citizen or national or in one of
certain categories of aliens; and
 Live in the United States or Northern
Mariana Islands.
A monthly SSI payment is based strictly on
financial need and varies up to the maximum
federal benefit rate. Some states add money to
federal SSI payments. Once you are approved
for SSI, you will get benefits retroactive to the
date of your application.
If you are blind or have a serious enough
disability which prevents you from working,
and meet all other eligibility requirements, it
may be possible to get SSI earlier.
In most states, SSI beneficiaries are
automatically eligible for Medicaid.

10 Tips to Beat the Burglar This Christmas and New Year
The weeks leading up to Christmas are the
biggest shopping weeks of the year and for many
retailers often accounts for 70% of their annual
revenue. Stocking our homes with the latest
electronic gadgets, computers, jewelry and musthave accessories is commonplace.
Unfortunately, though, it provides thieves with
the perfect incentive to commit burglaries.

Check doors and windows for weak spots.
Government statistics show that 30% of
burglaries happen through windows. Installing a
few dead-bolts and new window hinges could
increase the security of your home
exponentially.

Keep your curtains, drapes and window
blinds closed at night, making sure valuable
items are out of sight. When going out for the
Read these tips to ensure your home is secure
evening make use of inexpensive timers to give
over Christmas and the New Year.
the illusion of occupancy.
Deterring would-be criminals is one of the
most effective forms of crime prevention.
Invest in a motion sensor flood-light or even
some outdoor Christmas lights to highlight your
home's exterior. This will hopefully make
approaching your home too conspicuous for a
burglar.
Festive lighting - be secure. A common mistake
of many festive decorators is to feed extension
cables through partially open windows.
Criminals know to look for this vulnerability.
When it comes to outdoor lighting, opt for solar
or battery operated lights or install outdoor
electrical outlets.
Dispose of gift packaging carefully. Refuse
collections over the Christmas and New Year
period are normally at different times. If you
can't take packaging to a recycling point, make
sure you only put your rubbish out just before
the collection and do your best to break apart
boxes so that they do not advertise your new
contents of your home to thieves!
Be careful not to advertise your home to
burglars on social media! According to one
recent study, social media is a commonly used
tool for scouting potential targets. Social media
savvy families have a tendency to publish their
whereabouts during the holiday season,
including any vacation plans. This lets burglars
know when your house is going to be empty.
Uploaded photos of pricey Christmas gifts can
also be a problem as it basically allows burglars
to go shopping just by viewing your Facebook
profile.

Away over Christmas - plan ahead!! If you're
going away at Christmas be sure to cancel any
newspaper or milk subscriptions. Arrange for a
neighbor to park on the driveway to help create
the impression someone is home. Do not leave
descriptive telephone answering machine
messages and again make use of light timers.
Secure garages and sheds. Make sure that
garden tools or ladders that could be used to
force entry into your home are not left lying
around or accessible from an unlocked garden
shed. Garages are often targets for burglars
looking for tools, bikes and gardening
equipment - make sure the garage is secure and
your possessions are secured too in the case of
bikes and tools.
Don't hide keys and use alarms if you have
them. Burglars know to look for hidden door
keys so don't hide spare keys under rocks, in
flowerpots, or above door ledges. Instead, give
the spare key to family or a trusted neighbor.
Many houses these days have alarms, though
many are rarely set. Make sure yours is on and
protecting your home.
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Oil and Gas Production Tax Distributions to
Cities and Counties in North Dakota
Courtesy of the ND Legislative Council
The schedule below provides information on the distribution of oil and gas gross production
tax collections to political subdivisions for the biennium to date. Distributions of the oil
and gas gross production tax to political subdivisions reflect production from two months
prior. For example, November 2014 distributions of oil and gas gross production tax
collections relate to September 2014 oil production. Distributions to political subdivisions
pursuant to the new formula in 2013 House Bill No. 1358 became effective with July
2013 oil production and September 2013 distributions. As a result, this memorandum reports
the distributions to political subdivisions for the period September 2013 to August 2015 to
reflect 24 months of distributions based on the new formula.
Fiscal Year
2014

September
2014

October 2014

Counties

November

Biennium-toDate Total

2014
$32,339,212
6,912,200
10,829,819
708,334
2,994,868
3,191,467

$20,175,767
5,103,636
6,758,411
708,334
1,898,537
1,985,760

$17,940,453
4,773,306
6,015,978
708,332
1,700,335
1,765,540

$267,993,707
71,513,308
90,239,473
10,875,000
28,255,362
25,925,544

Total
$368,292,105
$56,975,900
1The distributions to the hub cities are as follows:

$36,630,445

$32,903,944

$494,802,394

Hub cities1
Other cities
Hub city school districts
Other school districts
Townships

$197,538,275
54,724,166
66,635,265
8,750,000
21,661,622
18,982,777

Williston
Dickinson
Minot

$33,209,498
16,417,231
5,097,437

$4,122,320
2,123,660
666,220

$3,037,182
1,581,091
485,363

$2,838,984
1,481,992
452,330

$43,207,984
21,603,974
6,701,350

Total

$54,724,166

$6,912,200

$5,103,636

$4,773,306

$71,513,308
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Listed below are the cities and locations where Legal Services of ND conducts legal outreach.
The dates and times vary; however, if you check our web site at www.legalassist.org, under the
Legal Outreach Calendar, you will find a current schedule complete with dates and times.
*Outreach involves our attorneys and paralegals going into the rural areas of our state
to provide needed legal help and community education.
City

Location

City

Location

Belcourt

Legal Services Office

Mandan

Golden Age Services Senior Center

Belcourt

Retirement Home

Minot

Commission on Aging

Bismarck

Burleigh County Senior Center

Minot

Milton Young Towers

Dickinson

Sunset Senior Center

New Town

Legal Services Office

Devils Lake

Senior Center

Spirit Lake

Cankdeska Cikana Comm. College

Devils Lake

Dakota Prairie Community Action

Valley City

South Central Senior Center

Fargo

YWCA Shelter

Wahpeton

Community Center

Grand Forks

Senior Center

White Shield

White Shield Senior Citizens Center

Grand Forks

Red River Community Action

Williston

Community Action

Jamestown

James River Senior Citizens Center

Williston

Heritage Center

LSND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Wade Enget, President
Stanley, ND

Jodi Colling,
Mandan, ND

Veronica Kirkaldie
New Town, ND

Laurel Forsberg
Williston, ND
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Benedict, ND

Al Lerberg
Bismarck, ND

Paul Murphy
Carrington, ND

Clyde Houle
Belcourt, ND

Mary Kae Kelsch, Secretary/Treasurer
Bismarck, ND

Robert Manly
Fargo, ND

Gary Ramsey
Dickinson, ND

Lenora Kutz
Jamestown, ND
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418 E Broadway #7
PO Box 1893
Bismarck ND 58502-1893
(701) 222-2110

www.legalassist.org
BISMARCK OFFICE
Kim Kramer, Chief Fiscal Officer
Willa Rhoads, PAI Coordinator
Audrey Wingerter, Legal Assistant
Angela Pittman, Legal Assistant
Audrey Solheim, Acc’t Ass’t
Jim Fitzsimmons, Attorney
Brad Peterson, Attorney
Mikayla Jablonski Jahner, Attorney

Central Intake Office
1-800-634-5263

Senior Hotline
1-866-621-9886

FARGO OFFICE
Kiley Hermanson, Legal Assistant
Paulette Arrison, Paralegal
Steven Simonson, Attorney
Adele Page, Attorney
Kalli Hutchinson, UND Law Clerk

BELCOURT/NEW TOWN OFFICES

MINOT OFFICE

Clarine DeGroot, Office Manager
Rhonda Belgarde, Paralegal
Ed Reinhardt, Attorney
Vickie Fox, Tax Coordinator/Paralegal
Eva Peltier, Secretary

Gale Coleman, Intake Coordinator
Crystal Davis-Wolfrum, Intake
Kelli Fyllesvold, Legal Secretary
Lois Luchsinger, Legal Assistant
Richard LeMay, Attorney
Breezy Schmidt, Attorney

The Legal Services Sentinel is published by Legal Services of North Dakota, PO Box 1893, Bismarck,
North Dakota 58502-1893. James P. Fitzsimmons, Publisher ~ Audrey Solheim, Editor
12

