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I grew up on my grandparents’ farms just a short distance from the small 

community of Antler, North Dakota.  A great place to grow up; a summer 

swimming hole, little league baseball and Saturday night at the town 

square.  A place where everyone knew everyone, and as a child you didn’t 

want to get into trouble because someone would tell your mom. 

 

“When I went to school, they asked me what I wanted to be when I grew 

up.  I wrote down “happy.”  They told me I didn’t understand the 

assignment and I told them they didn’t understand life.”  John Lennon.   

 

We’ve all heard that “life isn’t fair” or that “life is too short.”  For Legal 

Services of North Dakota life in 2015 wasn’t easy.  But just as life goes on, 

so must LSND. 

 

LSND is blessed with great staff.  In 2015, LSND’s case numbers were down, but given the 

circumstances, numbers were better than expected.  LSND’s staff continued to provide quality services.  

LSND received 7043 applications for services and provided some level of assistance in 4942 of those 

applications.  In 2015 LSND’s funding was again cut by the Legal Services Corporation, but LSND was 

awarded a ND Human Trafficking Grant to address another major problem in North Dakota.  

 

Although being an employee of a legal services program won’t make you wealthy, the satisfaction that 

comes with helping people who otherwise have no hope can be rewarding beyond material gain.  Please 

consider supporting Legal Services and share in the feeling of bringing change to someone’s life.  Make 

LSND your very first deduction when you file your taxes for 2016.   

 

 

 

Legal Services of North Dakota (LSND) was  formed in 2004 following the consolidation of two long-

time North Dakota legal aid programs: Legal Assistance of North Dakota, better known as LAND, and 

North Dakota Legal Services (NDLS)  establishing a statewide program. 

 

LSND’s mission is to provide high quality civil legal advice, education and representation to low-

income North Dakotans as well as disadvantaged elderly. 

 

LSND is governed by a 12 member Board of Directors from throughout North Dakota.  Board members 

include eight North Dakota attorneys appointed by the State Bar Association and four clients representing 

various low-income and elderly community agencies.  LSND has offices located in Bismarck, Fargo, 

Grand Forks, Minot, New Town and Belcourt with staff numbering twenty-eight, including ten attorneys. 

 

Executive Director’s Message 
A Year of Reflection 

By Richard  R. LeMay 

 

Snapshot Information 
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Executive Board  
  Gary Ramsey, President,    

 Dickinson, SBAND; 

Ramsey Law Firm 

   Lisa Tomlinson, Vice 

President, Benedict, 

representing CAWS 

Mary Kae Kelsch, 

Secretary/Treasurer, 

SBAND;  Bismarck, 

Attorney General’s Office 

Directors  
  Jodi Colling, Mandan, 

SBAND; Colling Law Firm 

   Laurel Forsberg, Williston, 

 SBAND; McKennett, 

Forsberg and Voll, P.C. 

  Rob Manly, Fargo. SBAND; 

 Vogel Law Firm, Moorhead 

  Paul Murphy, Carrington, 

SBAND; Murphy Law 

  Wade Enget, Stanley, 

SBAND; Schulte & Enget 

   Veronica Kirkaldie, New 

Town, representing Ft. 

Berthold Community College 

   Clyde Houle, Belcourt 

representing NDLS 

   Alan Lerberg, Bismarck, 

SBAND, retired attorney 

   Lenora Kutz, Jamestown, 

representing GAPS   

Board of Directors 2015 

Mary Kae Kelsch Laurel Forsberg 

Gary Ramsey Rob Manly 

Jody Colling 

Wade Enget Paul Murphy 
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1) Make a Referral—Spread the word to those who need legal 

 assistance to apply for our services  
 

2) Donate funds through our website  www.legalassist.org  

   or send checks to:  
 

LSND 

418 E Broadway #7 

Bismarck, ND 58501 

 
 

3) Consider making a charitable gift to assist a nonprofit 

 organization such as Legal Services of North Dakota, while also 

 receiving income and estate tax savings.  
 

4) Be aware that North Dakota law also allows for state tax credit for 

 contributions to permanent irrevocable endowment funds of 

 qualified North Dakota nonprofit organizations.  
 

5) Monetary donations provide in-kind match for current grants 

 requirements. 
 
 

 

 
As a nonprofit organization, Legal Services of North Dakota 

(LSND) relies on contributions to continue providing free legal 

services to low-income persons and our many advocacy 

projects. Any donation, large or small, supports the vital role 

we play in the struggle for equal justice.  

How Can I Help LSND? 
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“Housing 
“Carol” owned a mobile home located on a rental lot in 

“Sunny Acres.”  Over five years, water from adjoining 

properties began to run and settle on Carol’s lot causing 

damage to her home and shed.  Carol requested Sunny Acres 

to correct the problem, to no avail.  Carol, with the assistance 

of LSND, sued Sunny Acres for breach of its statutory 

obligation to maintain its lots on dry and well drained ground.  

After over a year of litigation, Sunny Acres agreed to improve 

the water drainage and add fill to the lot and pay Carol 

$11,700.  Carol was able to repair the damages to her home 

and fully enjoy the premises. 

Domestic Violence 
Domestic violence survivors going through a 

divorce often find 

themselves homeless 

and unemployed.  They 

also may be forced to 

leave their children 

behind when they 

initially flee their 

abusers.   

 

Survivors of domestic violence are routinely 

taken advantage of by their abuser in family 

law proceedings when they appear  

pro se.   

 

LSND represented a woman whose abuser 

sought a default judgment against her and 

manipulated her into accepting supervised 

parenting time, which he frequently 

refused.  However, with LSND’s assistance, 

she was eventually awarded primary 

residential responsibility and child support.   

 

Without attorney representation, this survivor 

would have been left with parenting time 

being determined at the whim of her abuser. 

Medicaid 
An incapacitated client was denied 

Medicaid for long-term care. The 

spouse could not afford to pay for his 

care. The nursing home threatened 

discharge for failure to pay.  

 

The Medicaid barrier was an annuity 

sold by an unscrupulous agent to the 80 plus year-old couple. 

The annuity was not actuarially sound because there was not a 

statistical chance that they would live long enough to get any 

return on their investment. The annuity was nontransferable.  

 

LSND was able to establish that the sale of the annuity was 

likely a violation of our insurance statute, and the Insurance 

Department helped to “convince” the insurer to refund the 

policy. The client obtained Medicaid, and his spouse obtained 

funds to live in the community. 

 
 

 

Client Stories 
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Client Stories 

 

Bankruptcy 
Client sought assistance to fight the foreclosure on her 

house.  She had been recovering from cancer, was not 

employed and was unable to make her house payments 

for 11 months.  

 

The mortgage creditor 

declared her mortgage 

in default and secured a 

judgment of 

foreclosure and 

proceeded toward 

sheriff’s sale on the 

home.   

 

LSND filed a Chapter 13 action in the US Bankruptcy 

court to reinstate her mortgage and allow her to pay her 

arrears over 5 years.   

 

The mortgage creditor did seek to object to the proposed 

plan.  In the end the court approved the Chapter 13 plan 

and our client was able to keep her  home. 

Elderly Assistance 
A client of ours recently 

suffered from a stroke. He and 

his family were learning how to 

adjust to his new physical 

disabilities.   

 

We offered to do a home visit so 

that he could review and sign 

his Health Care Directive and Durable Power of 

Attorney.  

 

He and his family were thrilled that we were willing to 

take the time out of our day to accommodate their 

needs.  This home visit allowed our client to feel as 

though he could still take care of things on his own 

without always relying on the help from others. 

Taxes  
Free Tax Preparation to Reservation 

Communities  

 

In 2015, LSND continued the operation of its 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 

program through our partnership with and a 

grant from the Internal Revenue Service.  Staff 

and volunteers from our two Native American 

outreach offices in New Town and Belcourt 

provided free tax preparation services to low-

income families and the elderly on the Fort 

Berthold, Turtle Mountain and Spirit Lake 

reservations. 

 

LSND’s VITA staff and volunteers are IRS 

certified, several are tribal members themselves, 

and through their efforts and assistance, low-

income and elderly clients received back over 

$1.9 million in refunds.   

 

Staff traveled out to the rural communities of 

White Shield, Twin Buttes, and Fort Totten so 

that clients, especially the elderly, did not have 

to travel hours from their homes and 

communities to obtain tax return preparation 

services.   

 

Eight staff and volunteers prepared 965 federal 

returns of which 158 were for taxpayers over the 

age of 60. 
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A year of transition: 
 
 Jim Fitzsimmons, who had been executive director since the merger of the two North 

Dakota civil legal services programs in 2004, passed away unexpectedly in March. 

 

 Rich LeMay, long time attorney/director of litigation with our agency was appointed by the 

LSND Board to the position of interim director in April, and he was officially appointed 

Executive Director in November, following an advertising and interviewing process. 

 

 LSND was the recipient of the coveted Bush Prize Award, a grant lasting from  

  December 2014 to December 2017.  The additional funds allowed LSND to update the    

  telephone system, enabling the use of one system for our entire program.  This provides the 

  ability for LSND to better serve our clients across the entire state of North Dakota.   

 

 LSND purchased three new computer network servers, two new document processers, for 

the Minot and Bismarck law offices along with digital software as an update to our 

technology.  Paperless record storage will allow a substantial space savings and will 

provide searchable records to be used as examples in case work, not only for experienced 

staff, but also for new attorneys. 
 

 

 

2015 in Review   

Equal Justice For All 
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Closed Cases by County 2015 

LSND Provides Services to Eligible 
Clients in 53 ND Counties and  

3 ND Indian Reservations  
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2015 Income by Source and 

Expenses by Major Category 
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Closed Cases by  

Subject Matter 2015 

Race and Age 2015 
Race   Age 

 Total Under 18 18-59 60 and 

Over 

Asian-P.I. 61 2 54  5 

Black 323 3 297  23 

Hispanic 150 1 137 12 

Native American 1984 94 1539 351 

White 4006 45 2657 1304 

Unidentified 519 2 508 9 



10 

 

 


